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InThk Cl aims: 
Claims 1-96 (Cancelled) 

97. (Original) A device for storing tost si rips and dispensing a single test Mrip at a lime, said 
device comprising: 

a housing comprising: 

(a) a cover; and 

(b) a base configured to store a plumlily of test si rips, wherein the height of said base is 
less than the length of each of the test strips, such that a poUiou of each of the test strips stored in said 
base extends beyond the height of said base, whcivin said base and said cover are maleablc io provide a 
sealed housing. 

98. (Original) The device according tn chiim 97, wherein said height of said base is ut least 
about two thirds of the length of each of the tcsl strips. 

99. (Original) The device according to d lim 97, wherein said base further coniprisos an 
urging clement for applying a force to the stored Lou si rips. 

100. (Original) The device according to cliiiu 99, wherein said urging clement is selected from 
the group consisting of sponge, foam, a spring and a plunger. 

101 * (Original) The device according to chim 97, wherein said base further comprises a 
substantially planar, rigid plate for maintaining lIk? plorcJ Lwt strips in a suitable orientation for 
dispensing. 
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1 02. (Original) The device according In claim 97, wherein said housing comprises at least one 
attachment means con figured to mate said cover with said base. 

103. ((Original) The device according h> claim 10?., wherein said (it leasl ouo allnchiucnt 
means is at leasl one of a threading means, an O-iing &askel, a lock and key mechanism, ;i tensioning 
clamp and a snap fit mechanism. 

104. (Original) The device according l<> claim 97, wherein said base further comprises a tcsi 
strip engagement clement configured to dispense a single test strip at a lime from said housing 

105. (Original) r rhc device according to claim 1 04, wherein said tail strip engagcinuil element 
comprises at least one lip extension configured to separate ihc single tost strip from said plurality of 
stored test strips. 

106. (Original) The device according to claim 1 01, wherein said losl si rip engagement element 
comprises at least one grusping means for grasping x\ &ini!.lo tcsl strip at a time. 

107. (Original) The device according to claim 97, wherein said base fitrtlitj comprises a 
segregation means for segregating a plurality of Uyt sti ijrs retained in said base. 

1 08. (Original) llic device according to claim 1 07, wherein said segregation means h 
positioned on a bottom wall of said base and is at k:(s( ore of an apex, pattern and n protrusion. 

109. (Original) The device according to claim 07, wherein said housing comprises a 
substantially air and moisture tight seal when said iwwr and said bast; nro mated togctflur. 

1 10. (Original) The device according u> cUim 109, wherein said device further comprises a 
scaling ridge and a corresponding scaling groove confirmed to provide said &ubM:mlintly ah* and 
moisture tight seal. 
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111. (Original) The device according to c laim 97, wherein said cover nnd snid base are two 
separate pieces. 

1 12. (Original) The device according to cLtini 97, wherein said device is configured lo enable 
a threadablc engagement of said cover to said base. 

113. (Currently Amended) A device f-ir aUniws a plurality of test strips and dispell nt» a single 
test strip at a time, said device comprising: 

(a) a base configured to provide a subslmUially closed interior spare lor .storing a 
plurality of test strips, wherein said substantially closed interior space comprises mi opening coiifigui-jd 
to position a single test strip for dispensing from said l^se; and 

(b) a cover configured to mafc with s iicl base to provide a substijnlialfx.air ;ind 
moisture tigh t seal at the interface of said base gpd said cuvcr when said _bapg a>u1 said, cover are in. a 
mated configu ration fHH^over-suid^peft«^hPt?aid ha.>o whca-»Ml-tlBvfcfr is-no* ii>ut*e (ivdispvanc a 
tcflt atrip , 

114. (Cancelled) 

1 1 5. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim 113 -1 14, wherein said device iiirlher 
comprises a scaling ridge and*a corresponding soiling gioove configured to provide said siihstafilially air 
and moisture tight seal, 

116. (Original) The device according to claim 1 1 3, wherein said base iiirlher comprises an 
urging elcmenl for applying a force to the stored Icni strips.. 

117. (Original) The device according u> crhim 1 1 C\ wherein said urging element is selected 
from the group consisting of sponge, foam, a spring and a plunger. 
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1 1 8. (Original) The device according to el.iim 1 1 3, wherein said base Jim her comprises a 
substantially planar, rigid plate for maintaining the stoiol test .strips in a suitable orientation for 
dispensing. 

1 19. (Original) The device according to claim 1 1 8, wherein said substantially planar, rij>id 
plate is configured to orient the longitudinal axis of c&ch of s.aid stored test strips parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of said base. 

120. (Original) The device according to chim 1 13, wherein said housing further comprises at 
least one attachment means configured to engage »iid stiver to said base. 

121. (Original) The device according to claim 120, wherein said at IcaM one attachment means 
is at least one ofa threading means, an O-ring ga^ki'l, n lock and key mechanism, a tensioning clump and 
a snap fit mechanism. 

122. (Original) The device according to elnin 1 1 3, wherein said bzjso [lirtber comprises a te*t 
strip engagement element configured to move the single lest strip positioned within said opening in a 
direction away from said base. 

123. (Original) The device according to cUm 1 22, wherein said lest strip cjigiu-eineut element 
comprises at least one grasping means for graspmp, the single test strip. 

124. (Original) The device according to drum 1 1 3 ? wherein said cover and said base are two, 
separate pieces. 

125. (Original) The device according ro cbim 1 13, wherein said device is configured to enable 
a threadable engagement of said cover to said base. 

126. (Withdrawn) A device for storing a plurality of test strips and dispensing u single, lest 
strip at a time, said device comprising: 
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a housing comprising a lip extension configured to separate n single |<st strip from a 
plurality of test strip stored in said housing. 

1 27. (Withdrawn) A method for storing uie or more test strips and dispensing n single lest 
strip at a time, said method comprising: 

(a) providing a housing having n slack of lest strips 'stored therein; 

(b) exerting a first force to a first side said stack; 

(c) exerting a second opposing foico lo an opposing, second side of said stack; had 

(d) moving a single test strip at a lime in a direction away from said slack, v/herchy said 
single test strip is dispensed from said housing. 

128. (Withdrawn) The method according t;> dnim 127, wherein said stop of moving comprises 
moving said single test strip adjacent a lip extension, whereby said lip extension permits said single iirst 
strip to be dispensed from said housing while pieVuiLhu\ other test strips from being dispensed from said 
housing. 

1 29. (Withdrawn) The method according to clnii n 1 28, wherein s;i id lip extension prevents 
said other test strips from being dispensed by catvbiny s:rid remaining lest strips under said lip extension, 

130. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 127, wherein said step of moving comprises 
grasping said single test strip with a grasping means 

131. (Withdrawn) The method according to chim 127, whcicin said step of moving is 
accomplished automatically. 

1 32. (Withdrawn) The method according to claim 127, wherein said step ofjnoving in 
accomplished manually. 

133. (Currently Amended) A method for storing; at IcasL one test strip and dispensing a single 
test strip at a time, said method comprising: 
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(a) providing a device comprising a haso configured to provide a suhshmtially c losed 
interior space for storing at least one test ship, wherein said substantially clcvtcil interior space 
comprises an opening configured to position a single test slrip for dispensing from said base, 
wherein at least one test strip is stored in *ajd dosed interior spaec x and2U\^ 

mate wit h said base to prov ide a substan tially :iir a?:d moisture tight seal at tlio intcrraiu fc .ofsaici 
b ase and said co ver wh en said base and s;;id ,cmyr arc in a mated eon(igunui_o^; 

(b) positioning a single test strip willan said opening; and 

(c) advancing said single test strip m a dtiuclion away from said base, whereby said single 
test strip is dispensed from said device, 

1 34. (Original) The method according to claim J33, wherein said step of advancing comprii.es 
grasping said single test slrip positioned in said opening with a grasping means, 

135. (Original) The method according to claim 133, wherein said step of advancing is 
accomplished automatically. 



1 36. (Original) The method according to claim 1 33, wherein said step of advancing is 
accomplished manually. 

137. (Withdrawn) A mcdiod for storing a plurality of test strips and dispensing a single lest 
strip at a lime, said method comprising: 

(a) providing a device comprising n housing having a lip extension; and 

(b) advancing a test strip adjacent *M lip eKkaision, whereby said single lest strip is 
dispensed from said housing. 

138. (Currently Amended) A kit for conbinrng at least one test slrip and dispensing a single 
test slrip at a time, said kit comprising: 

(a) at least one device according to one of claim 97y and claim 113 orcluim-t-7.6; and 

(b) instructions for using said at legist oho device. 
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1 39. (Original) The kit according to claim 1 3«, luilher comprising at le:vvt one lest sn ip. 

140. (Original) The kit according to cleim ! 30, wliwrein said at least one tc si *irip is ;»n 
electrochemical test strip. 

141 . (Original) The kit according to claim 1 39, wherein said at least one te st ship is a 
eolorimelrie lest strip. 

142. (Original) The kit according to claim 138, further comprising a mclcr. 

143. (Original) The kit according to cbim 13?}, further comprising an dciru nt for obtaining a 
physiological sample. 

144. (Original) The kit according to clr.im 138, further comprising a control solution. 
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